Association of University Language Centres AGM

University of Leeds, 18 January 2008

1. Chair’s Report

Pam McIntyre began by thanking Peter Glasgow for chairing the Technical and Resources SIG in recent years and went on to thanking all of those who had contributed to the conference programme and especially Peter Howarth for organising and hosting the event at Leeds. She said that the programme had reflected the diversity of AULC and that we had had a successful meeting following a successful year, during which we had gained three new members. With a membership of 77 institutions, AULC is a very strong association, recognised by CILT and the Subject Centre. She drew delegates’ attention to the Languages in Higher Education Conference, due to be held in York in July 2008, to which AULC is contributing funding. She pointed out that the programme was of relevance to our members and that a call for papers had gone out and she encouraged our members to submit papers.  

2. Treasurer’s Report

Evan reported that the balance of the AULC account currently stood at £7,709 though the second CercleS instalment for 2007 was still outstanding, so this would fall to £5,543. He pointed out that AULC’s only source of income was its members’ subscriptions and that the rate would be going up this year to £45 to cover rising costs. Expenses incurred by the annual conference  had risen from £1,200 in 2007 to £1,300 in 2008.

3. Melissi Prize

Pam referred delegates to the leaflet in their packs outlining the Melissi Prize – an award of £100 sponsored by Melissi Multimedia Ltd. for a project showing innovation of a practical or technical nature. She said that the prize would be publicised via the AULC mailing list during the week following the conference and that the deadline for submissions was Monday 31 March.

4. Executive Committee Membership

Pam announced that there were three vacancies coming up on the Executive Committee for an ordinary member, Chair and Secretary.

5. Special Interest Groups

Nick Byrne and Peter Glasgow had both reported on the proceedings of the SIGs before the AGM. Peter Glasgow subsequently informed members that  minutes of the Technical and Resources SIG meeting would appear on the AULC website. 

6. Next year’s AGM

Pam said that three institutions had expressed an interest in hosting the next AULC conference, Exeter, Strathclyde and Limerick. Since Limerick had already offered last year this was likely to be venue for 2009. 

7. AOB

Pam responded to a question that had been put to her regarding the impact on AULC of the proposed UCML/SCHML merger by inviting Jocelyn Wyburd to explain the current situation. Jocelyn reported that the proposal was awaiting a vote of members. The plans ensured that SCHML workshops would continue and the name SCHML would remain attached for two years. It was hoped that the merger would help and streamline the voice for languages in the UK. She pointed out that Irish institutions would be able to participate as associate members. She said that the merger would, if anything, have a positive effect on AULC and reminded delegates that AULC has a voice in UCML and indeed in DIUS.

Nick Byrne was invited to report on CercleS. He highlighted the next conference, to be held in Seville 18-20 September 2008 and said there was room for AULC members to do more things and encouraged us to run seminars, workshops etc. He said that his post on the Executive Committee was finishing and felt it to be desirable that an AULC member stand for a role in the elections, though with CercleS membership expanding there were now more countries in the running for posts. He finished by encouraging members to attend the conference in Seville.

Pam finished off by thanking Sanako who had paid for lunch and the conference dinner on Day 1, Melissi for their prize, the staff of the Leeds Language Centre and Peter Howarth for organising and hosting the event. 

Peter himself thanked all the delegates and speakers for coming, the rest of the AULC committee for their support and the Leeds University catering service. He drew the meeting to a close by showing a clip from a video filmed 10 years ago when the AULC AGM was last held in Leeds. The video showed Nick Byrne giving an OHP presentation. AULC technology has moved on, but many of the faces remain the same.

